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question until, after the humiliation of the Prussian victories
and the horrors of the Commune of Paris, a great forward
movement began on the other side of the English Channel,
when Count Albert de Mam determined to apply his
Christian principles to solve the social problem.

The French Christian Socialist was supported by leaders
of the Christian Social School in other countries, namely,
Germany, Belgium, Austria and Switzerland, and eventually
the German Bishop Kettler became the intellectual leader of
those who were seeking to strike at the false theories upon
which reposed modern industrial life, with its glaring in-
justices and hardships, and to thrash out the principles
consistent with Christianity upon which life should be re-
organized. The important consequence of their efforts was
that the campaign for better conditions of labour by inter-
national convention could nowhere be considered in future
a purely party matter.

In 1897 a great International Labour Conference was
held at Zurich : another conference was held at Brussels.
In 1900 an International Association for Labour Legislation
was formed at a conference in Paris. Nineteen years later
the official International Labour Office was founded under
the direction of M. Albert Thomas, the French Socialist
leader, by Part III of the Treaty of Versailles. The follow-
ing nine general principles were set out as a guide to em-
ployers in all countries :

(1)  The guiding principle that labour should not be
regarded merely as a commodity or article of commerce.

(2)  The right of association for all lawful purposes by
the employed as well as the employers,

(3)  The payment to the employed of a wage adequate to

a reasonable standard of life, as this is understood

in their time and country.

(4) The adoption of an eight-hour day or a forty-eigtt-
hour week as the standard to be aimed at where this has not
already been attained.